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May 31, 1996 
Dear Moose River Basin Stakeholder: 


Welcome to the first Annual Report of the Environmental Information Partnership 
(EIP) for the Moose River Basin. After having been in operation for a little more 
than a year now, we are well on the way to developing an information 
management system for the Moose River Basin. The information management 
system will help stakeholders make better resource development decisions in a 
more cost-effective manner. It will provide up-to-date information on the Moose 
River Basin and increase funding efficiencies through the elimination of 
duplication within government, industry and basin stakeholders. 


With our information catalogue citing approximately 10,000 records on the 
Moose River Basin, EIP provides a centralized forum for information on 
biophysical sciences, geosciences, socioeconomic sciences, development 
activities and Traditional Ecological Knowledge. This will not only allow 
cheaper access to existing information, but also provide possible opportunities to 
share the costs of research to fill in gaps where information is missing. 


Like any organization attempting to establish itself and chart a future course 
during the 1990’s, we have dealt with a number of challenges, but are 
aggressively moving forward. Over the past year, a provincial election and 
resulting new government, program reviews, business plan developments, staffing 
freezes, organizational readjustments, the civil service strike, and downsizing 
announcements have all been challenging at times. However, it is with great 
pride and a sense of accomplishment that we present you with our first Annual 
Report. 


We have benefited from a close working relationship with both Wabun and 
Mushkegowuk Tribal Councils who have been representing the member First 
Nations with EIP. We are looking forward to increasing the involvement of other 
government, industry and stakeholder representatives. 


I view this second year of our program as a real opportunity for new government 
and non-government stakeholders to join us as partners. This will bring about an 
active program that will provide the quality of information required to make 
sound decisions regarding development opportunities in the Moose River Basin. 


I look forward to meeting you and having the opportunity of working with you 
during the coming year. 


George A. Duckworth 

Leader 

Environmental Information Partnership 
Moose River Basin 
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INTRODUCTION 


The Environmental Information Partnership (EIP) for the Moose River Basin 
is a new project being coordinated by the Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources (MNR). As its title suggests, it is a partnership dealing with 
information about the environment of the Moose River Basin. 


EIP is a partnership between the First Nations, the Government of Canada, 
and the Government of Ontario. These three governments worked together 
to prepare the proposal for EIP. The proposal was approved by the Cabinet 
of the Ontario Government in 1994 and the implementation of EIP began in 
early 1995. 


The goal of the Environmental Information Partnership is to develop an 
information management system for the Moose River Basin. The 
information management system will be used to assist in assessing 
cumulative effects of development in the Moose River Basin. It will include 
electronic (computer) catalogues of 
information on biophysical sciences, 
geosciences, socioeconomic sciences, 
development activities, and Traditional 
Ecological Knowledge in the Moose 
River Basin. When fully operational, it 
will be able to provide products of 
information such as computerized 
Geographic Information System (GIS) 
based maps, analyses and models to 
assist developers preparing 
development proposals and decision- 
makers who review them. In addition, 
an understanding of the positive and 
negative impacts of development in the 
Moose River Basin will be provided 
through focused science studies. 


There are numerous benefits to having EIP such as an improved information 
base for the Moose River Basin, increased funding efficiencies, efficient 
decision-making and encouraged partnerships. All of the benefits will help 
to support planning processes and provide up-to-date information. 


The Environmental Information Partnership is a five-year project that will be 
carried out over two phases. The first phase is the ‘start-up’ phase and 
covers the first year. The second phase is the operational phase where the 
information management system is built and models to help understand 
cumulative effects of development are created. 


This Annual Report covers the first or ‘start-up’ phase of EIP. During the 
first phase, staff were hired, equipment was purchased, the Study Office was 
established, systems and communications strategies were prepared, existing 
information on the Moose River Basin was catalogued, and the catalogues 
were reviewed. 
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BACKGROUND 


The Moose River Basin is defined as the entire watershed of the Moose 
River, including all of the land and water area that drains into the Moose 
River which empties into James Bay. It extends south to beyond the 
communities of Hearst, Kapuskasing, Cochrane, Iroquois Falls, Matheson, 
Timmins and Chapleau. It covers an area of 109,000 square kilometres or 15 
percent of Ontario. Approximately 90,000 people live in the Moose River 
Basin, more than half of them in Timmins. 


The Moose River Basin is rich in natural resources. Large rivers, huge tracts 
of forests and rich ore deposits generate a substantial portion of Ontario’s 
economy. There are five main development sectors in the Moose River 
Basin: hydroelectric generation, forestry, mining, tourism and agriculture. 


The Moose River Basin covers three 
geographic regions. The southern portion of 
the basin is on the Canadian Shield, as 
reflected by the pine forests around Gogama 
and Chapleau. The middle of the basin sits 
right on the claybelt with its large expanse of 
black spruce forest. The top of the basin is in 
the Hudson Bay Lowlands, indicated by the 
stunted growth of spruce forests and huge 
wetland areas. 


In 1991, there was a growing concern about 
the environmental and social impacts of 
proposed hydroelectric development in the 
Moose River Basin. The Cabinet of the 
Ontario Government requested that a 
consultation be carried out in the Moose River Basin to find ways to resolve 
the issues of planning with regard to resource development and the potential 
conflict over the proposals for hydroelectric development. 


David de Launay was the appointed government representative to carry out 
the consultations. During late 1991 and early 1992, de Launay met with 
representatives from First Nations, aboriginal organizations, stakeholders, 
and government staff and officials to hear their concerns. 


De Launay’s report recommended the development of a baseline data 
collection initiative to assist in the process of cumulative effects assessment 
in the Moose River Basin. Cabinet endorsed the report in April, 1992 and a 
proposal was prepared for the establishment of EIP. The proposal was 
subsequently approved by Cabinet. 
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The management and administration of EIP is carried out by a Study Office 
coordinated by the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources. During Phase 
One, the Study Office was set-up in Cochrane at the MNR District Office. 
George Duckworth was hired as the Team Leader, Karen Legasy as the 
Communications/Marketing Specialist and Andy Todd as the Systems 
Programmer/Analyst. 


A key role of the Study Office is to develop the information management 
system. This will be done through managing and administering EIP on a 
day-to-day basis. The main administrative function of the Study Office 
during Phase One was the hiring of consultants to catalogue existing 
information on the Moose River Basin and then coordinating reviews of the 
work submitted. The catalogue is the foundation for the EIP information 
management system. 


The Study Office also prepared a communications strategy and plan for 
Phase One and a system strategy for developing the information management 
system. 


INTERIM TASK TEAM 


In the absence of an Advisory Board for EIP, an interim task team assisted 
the Study Office with hiring consultants to catalogue information on the 
Moose River Basin, reviewing the catalogues submitted by the consultants, 
and providing input to the Study Office work plan. Task team members came 
from a wide variety of backgrounds to provide a diverse array of expertise. 
They were: 


¢ Jason Batise, Economic Development Technical Services Advisor, 
Wabun Tribal Council; 


¢ Jim Deem, District Manager, Ministry of the Environment and 
Energy 


¢ Wayne Fiset, Aquatic Ecologist, Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources 


¢ Johial Newsome, Section Chief, Ontario Ministry of Northern 
Development and Mines 


¢ Steve McGovern, Aquatic Team Leader, Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources 


¢ David Shaw, Community Development Economist, Ontario Ministry 
of Northern Development and Mines 


¢ John Turner, Consultant, Mushkegowuk Council 


¢ Ralph Wheeler, Moose River Basin Project Coordinator, Ontario 
Ministry of Natural Resources 


Paul Wilkinson, Consultant, Paul F. Wilkinson and Associates 
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THE CATALOGUE 


In order to start developing the EJP information management system, 
existing documented information on the Moose River Basin had to be 
catalogued. Requests For Proposals to catalogue existing information on the 
Moose River Basin were posted on the Open Bidding Service in March of 
1995. Information about the Moose River Basin was grouped into the 
subject areas of: 


¢ biophysical sciences (information about forest and aquatic 
resources); 


* geosciences (information about mineral resources); 

* socioeconomic sciences (information about communities); 

¢ development activities (past, present and proposed future); and 
* Traditional Ecological Knowledge (of aboriginal peoples). 


Proposals to catalogue this information were submitted to the EIP 
Study Office from eighteen consultants. 


The EIP Study Office, with the assistance of the interim task team, 
reviewed the proposals and selected the ones that offered the best 
quality product in the most cost effective manner. The successful 
consultants were: 


* Geomatics International Inc. for the biophysical sciences and 
geosciences disciplines; 


¢ Symbion Consultants for the socioeconomic sciences discipline; and 
¢ ESSA Technologies for the development activities discipline. 


Initially, there were no suitable proposals for cataloguing Traditional 
Ecological Knowledge (TEK) so the EIP Study Office coordinated the work 
itself. Later in the year, Jameson Brant, a private contractor, was retained to 
develop the initial TEK discipline further. 


The EIP Study Office coordination of the cataloguing exercise also involved 
providing specific direction to consultants; developing a manual to ensure 
consistency amongst consultants; working with consultants to ensure a 
quality product; reviewing the first and second draft catalogue components to 
ensure compliance with the contract and standards; and reviewing the final 
catalogue components to ensure identified errors were corrected. The final 
catalogue is sufficiently complete to meet the EIP objective of gathering 
baseline data for the information management system. The status of the 
catalogue will remain “under construction” for the near future. Consultant 
reports on cataloguing the information are available through the Study 
Office. They are available in English only. 
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DEVELOPING THE CATALOGUE 


The catalogue contains approximately ten thousand records. Each record 
represents an information holding which may be books, reports, photos, 
interviews, videos, databases, etc. The actual information; however, is not 
kept at the Study Office. The EIP catalogue contains metadata, which is a 
description of the information holding only and not the actual information. 
Each record contains the typical data found in any reference library card 
catalogue. Our catalogue includes information such as the type of holding 
(i.e. book, report, map), where the information is kept, who to contact in 
order to access the information, and the date the information was put into our 
system. 


The records will also be georeferenced (linked to a geographic location) 
which will allow the database to include spatial searches and analyses. If you 
are interested in a particular area in the Moose River Basin, you can search 
the catalogue to see what information is available about that area. Also, if 
you are interested in a particular subject such as mining exploration, you can 
search the catalogue to see where mining exploration 

has occurred in the basin. 


The catalogue will form the baseline database for 
research and development to address cumulative effects 
assessment. For further details on technical database 
design, please contact the Study Office. 


EIP Catalogue of Information 


T 


| Area of Interest 


The following diagrams illustrate a hypothetical search 


of our catalogue through a user-friendly interface. 
Catalogue Database 


What do we know about 


this area? I L 


EIP Catalogue of Information 


os a 


| Welcome to the EIP 
i Catalogue 


You have selected 53 
records based on your 


map query. 


Select a topic: 
| Habitat 
Demographics 


Minerals a ea RRM = ike 
meee Development database record 1/13 


1 Title: Feasibility Study for Hydro 
Electric Development at 
Long Sault Rapids - 
Abitibi River 
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BIOPHYSICAL SCIENCES DISCIPLINE 


The biophysical sciences discipline contains a listing of information about 
the forest and aquatic resources of the Moose River Basin, including 
information on terrestrial and aquatic ecology; biological communities; fish; 
birds; mammals; insects; vegetation and forestry; soils; surface and ground 
water; air quality; climate; and landscapes. This bibliographic information 
will prove invaluable to the forest and mining industries as well as all other 
stakeholders seeking information on the natural resources of the Moose River 
Basin. It includes a listing of non-standard and unpublished information not 
generally available to the public (i.e. databases, office file series, physical 
specimen repositories, and unpublished manuscripts). 


The subject areas of the biophysical discipline, as defined by EIP, are 
organized into three levels, from broad to specific: subject area, components, 
and sub-components. The subject 
areas and components are as follows: 


¢ Aquatic Ecology: fisheries, 
wildlife, vegetation, food 
chain, morphology fish/ 
wildlife/vegetation 


¢ Water Quality: surface/ 
ground/drinking water 


¢ Hydrology and Hydraulics: 
hydrology, river hydraulics 


¢ Terrestrial Ecology: forest 
resources, wildlife 
communities, landscape 


¢ Atmosphere: air quality, 
climate 


The biophysical sciences discipline contains 3632 records of information 
collected from original documents, other bibliographies, digital indexes, and 
central databases. The sources contacted included government, university, 
private industry, researchers and consultants who have worked or are 
currently working in the Moose River Basin. A wide variety of published 
and unpublished original reports, books, journals, maps, manuscripts, data 
summaries and digital databases are described. 
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GEOSCIENCES DISCIPLINE 


The records in the geosciences discipline contain listings of information 
about the geology of the Moose River Basin, including information on 
bedrock; rock structure, chemistry, and age; precious and other metallic 
mineral deposits; other economic mineral deposits such as talc, gypsum, and 
building stone; energy resources; fossils; engineering geology; geophysics; 
the geology of surface minerals such as glacial, river and lake sediments; 
geomorphology; and landscapes. 


The subject areas of the geosciences discipline, as defined by EIP, are 
organized into three levels, from broad to specific: subject area, components, 
and sub-components. The subject areas 
are Quatenary geology, Holocene 
geology, fluvial geomorphology, 
engineering/geotechnical, geochemical 
studies, aggregate resources, metallic 
minerals, energy resources, dimension 
stone, industrial minerals, Archean 
geology, and Palaeozoic geology. 


The geoscience discipline contains 
4,248 records of information collected 
from original documents, other 
bibliographies, digital indexes, and 
central databases. The sources 
contacted included government, 
university, private industry, researchers 
and consultants who have worked or are 
currently working in the Moose River 
Basin. A wide variety of published and 
unpublished original reports, books, journals, maps, manuscripts, data 
summaries and digital databases are described. 
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SOCIOECONOMIC SCIENCES DISCIPLINE 


The socioeconomic sciences discipline includes a broad range of information 
describing sources of data about: 


¢ demographic, economic and income patterns; 


* infrastructure, education, health, culture, recreation, housing, and 
social services; 


¢ First Nation governments, organizations and issues concerning 
Treaty and Aboriginal rights; and 


¢ land ownership and use. 


It contains 363 records of information collected from formal databases 
resident with government or other agency/industry interests, published 
literature in peer-reviewed journals, technical reports and books, and 
unpublished or grey literature. Numerous 
references to data or statistical summaries 
produced from the Census of Population or 
various administrative or sample survey data 
files maintained by Statistics Canada are 
included. 


The Federal Government is the most frequently 
cited source (38 percent) with Statistics Canada 
representing the single most important source of 
information (30 percent); the Ontario 
Government is the second most frequently cited 
source (22 percent) with 12 percent of all 
citations coming from the Ontario Ministry of 
Natural Resources; First Nation Governments 
and organizations provided 18 percent of the 
citations; universities and public libraries 
provided 10 percent; and the remaining 12 percent come from a variety of 
sources. 


The boundary of the Moose River Basin is based upon physical environment 
considerations (geomorphology and hydrology) and has no bearing on or 
relation to the way in which human society organizes information about 
itself. Whereas hydrologists define study areas by natural drainage patterns, 
governments and other agencies that collect social and economic data tend to 
define study areas on the basis of administrative, political, and other such 
boundaries (e.g. census divisions, provincial government districts, 
municipalities). This means that socioeconomic data and information about 
the people and resources in the Moose River Basin has not been specifically 
collected. Existing data collection areas for social and information data do 
not match the boundaries of EIP’s Moose River Basin study area. The net 
result is that frequently much of the socioeconomic data that is available may 
also include information about people and resources located outside the EIP 
Study Area. 
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DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES DISCIPLINE 


The development activities discipline contains existing information on past, 
present and potential development activity within the Moose River Basin. 
Each subject area was broken into components and then further into sub- 
components. The main subjects with their components are: 


¢ Energy: hydroelectric/co-generating stations 
¢ Water: wells, water treatment plants, reservoirs, dams 


¢ Industrial Development: forest products, agriculture, mining/milling/ 
refining 


¢ Harvest: timber, big game animals, fur-bearing animals, fish 
¢ Extraction: mining, aggregates, peat 
¢ Tourism: commercial tourism, recreational tourism 


¢ Demographics and Infrastructure: urban and rural demographics, 
railways/roads/airports transportation infrastructure, transmission 
lines/ gas pipelines/communication utilities 


There are two types of entries in the development activities discipline: 


* reports, books, research papers, technical reports, maps and other 
databases; and 


ee7eeeeeee eee ee ee ee ee ewe ee we ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


¢ development features such as generating 
stations, mines, mills, quarries, outpost camps 
and other activities that could be assigned a 
specific location. 


Over 1,400 items have been entered into this 
catalogue, of which 951 describe specific development 
activities, 464 identify reports and 60 are maps. 


The information about development activities was 
gathered by exploring the holdings of central and 
regional libraries (both government and industry), 
searching Statistics Canada’s inventory of databases 
(federal, provincial and territorial), conducting 
telephone interviews with knowledgeable contacts in 
both government and industry, and through personal interviews in the offices 
of the Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Energy, the Ontario Ministry 
of Northern Development and Mines, the Mattagami Region Conservation 
Authority, and the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources in Timmins and 
Cochrane. 


Records describing development activities typically include a title, a unique 
citation identification number, the date the record was entered, either a place 
code and name or mapping co-ordinates, beginning and ending dates (where 
available), document type code, contact organization and address, note or 
abstract (where available) and keywords. 
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TRADITIONAL ECOLOGICAL KNOWLEDGE DISCIPLINE 


The Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) catalogue was done in two 
phases. The first phase was a preliminary scoping exercise coordinated by 
the EIP Study Office to see what type of documented TEK is available on the 
Moose River Basin. 


For the first phase, Traditional Ecological Knowledge was defined as, The 
handing down of statements, beliefs, legends, customs, 
from generation to generation by word of mouth or by 
practice, based on facts, truths or principles. 
Documented information in the form of books, articles, 
reports and cassette tapes were catalogued. 
Approximately 150 items covering topics such as 
legends, burial grounds, and ceremonies performed 
before hunting were included. 


The second phase of the project was carried out by an 
aboriginal person residing in Timmins, Jameson Brant. 
For this phase of the project, TEK was defined as, A body 
of information about the interconnected elements of the 
natural environment which traditional Indigenous people 
have been taught, from generation to generation, to 
respect and give thanks for. The goal of this phase was to 
develop a structure and criteria for continuing the TEK 
discipline. 


The subject areas developed during the second phase give 
a basic understanding which spans many Native nations 
and cultures, and dates back to pre-contact times. The 
TEK subject areas include: people, grasses and 
medicines, waters, trees, edible plants, berries, animals, 
birds, air and winds, weather, sky, sun, moon, stars, 
foreign concepts, thinking, spirituality, and earth. They 
are general terminology for elements in nature which the 
Native people respect. 


Within the subject areas, the components and sub- 
components are, for the most part, self explanatory. For example, under 
trees, one component would be birch, and a sub-component might be white 
birch. Sub-components, especially for the biological elements, usually refer 
to the various species within a class. 


With the completion of the second phase, the TEK catalogue contains 239 
records. Information was collected from the Ojibway and Cree Cultural 
Centre in Timmins, private collections, Native Friendship Centres, Tribal 
Councils, government offices and various native organizations. 
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APPLICATION DEVELOPMENT 


Database design and application development were carried out by the Study 
Office while the catalogues were being developed. The fundamental 
difference between the EIP catalogue and a standard library index is that 
each record is referenced to a geographic location in the Moose River Basin. 
The process to integrate the catalogue into GIS posed two main problems: 


¢ how to georeference each record? 


¢ how to use that information within GIS? 
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How DID WE GEOREFERENCE 
EACH RECORD ? 


Through investigation of available standards 
within MNR, we adopted a portion of the 
Interim Data Standards (MNR) that evolved 
from the metadata standards established by the 
United States Geological Survey. We included 
several fields in the database to allow some 
flexibility to the consultant. If an information 
holding could be referenced to a specific 
mapping coordinate then that coordinate was 
included. Usually the information could only 
be referenced to a place such as a lake, 
township, or community. The consultant then 
entered the name of the lake, township, or 
community into a place name field. This allowed the information holding to 
be georeferenced by place name. Using this approach, we were able to 
georeference most information in the catalogue. 


How DO WE PLAN TO USE THE INFORMATION IN GIS ? 


The second step was to go from general place names such as a river or 
township to specific mapping coordinates which can be included in GIS and 
accessed efficiently. This problem was solved through database design and 
adopting readily available software. Through a partnership with Sir Sandford 
Fleming College, the fundamental problems have been resolved. 
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PARTNERSHIPS 


Although EIP was initiated by the provincial government, the First Nation 
and federal governments were involved in its design and development. 
Mushkegowuk Council and Wabun Tribal Council participated actively in 
EIP’s first year of operation through their representatives on the Interim Task 
Team. 


In the future, EIP hopes that the federal government will increase its az 
participation. Other partners from the industrial and academic sectors are 
invited to support EIP through financial contributions and support-in-kind. 
Their participation would, of course, focus on the discipline components 
relevant to their interests. 


In 1995-96, Ontario Hydro became the 
first industrial partner by providing 
technical support and 10K to a research 
project. The participation of academic 
partners is described below. 


LAKEHEAD UNIVERSITY BOREAL 
SCIENCE COOPERATIVE 


The EIP Study Office was successful in 
establishing some base funding with the 
Lakehead University Boreal Science 
Cooperative to conduct aquatic science 
studies within the Moose River Basin. 
One study is a partnership with Ontario 
Hydro and the Large River Ecosystem 
Unit (LREU) of MNR to look at the 
linkages between aquatic invertebrates 
and water level fluctuations downstream of the Otter Rapids Generating 
Station on the Abitibi River. A second study in partnership with the LREU 
and the Ministry of Environment and Energy is an inventory and analysis of 
mercury levels in game fish within rivers in the Moose River Basin. These 
studies will be conducted in 1996. 


Qa 9 ES 


GOVERNMENT PARTNERS 


During the first phase of EIP, a number of government agencies worked with 
the EIP Study Office. First Nations were represented by John Turner and 
Paul Wilkinson for Mushkegowuk Council and Jason Batise for Wabun Tribal 
Council; the Ministry of Northern Development and Mines was represented 
by Johial Newsome and David Shaw; the Ministry of Environment and 
Energy was represented by Jim Deem and Mitch Seguin; and the Ministry of 
Natural Resources was represented by Ralph Wheeler, Steve McGovern, 
Wayne Fiset, and the EIP Study Office. 
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TRADITIONAL ECOLOGICAL KNOWLEDGE CATALOGUE COMPONENT 


The first phase of the TEK cataloguing was carried out by a partnership that 
included Wabun Tribal Council, Mushkegowuk Council, Northeast Science 
and Technology (NEST) of the MNR and the EIP Study Office. 


SiR SANDFORD FLEMING COLLEGE (SSFC) 


Two students in the GIS program at SSFC were involved in a cooperative 
project with EIP. Sergio Sartor and Paul Jurjans developed a portion of the 
end user application to access the EIP catalogue. Sergio and Paul worked 
with Andy Todd and Professor Steve Rose (SSFC) to develop a method to 
effectively access the EIP catalogues using Arc View II. The solution 
incorporates principles of efficient data storage and retrieval methods and 
allows for flexibility in future application design. This partnership was 
beneficial for both EIP and SSFC. We would like to thank Sergio, Paul and 
Steve for their efforts and enthusiasm, and a job well done. 
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THE PHAseEs oF EIP 


The following chart outlines the main phases of EJP. The start-up phase is 
now complete and we are entering the operations phase. The main areas of 
focus during the operations phase include marketing, consultations, science, 
information management and modelling. We will market EIP in order to 
secure external support and develop partnerships. Consultations include 
advisory committee input to the program. Science advisory committees will 
ensure the use of quality science. The information management system will 
be maintained and enhanced while modelling will attempt to answer 
questions about how values are impacted by development. 


Start-up Phase 


¢ hire staff 

¢ develop system strategy 

¢ develop communication strategy 

* acquire necessary hardware/software 
¢ gather existing information 

¢ review and scrub data 

¢ establish foundation database 


_ Operational Phase 
Partners 
- develop marketing strategy to solicit partners who will help with funding and support 
Consultation 


¢ establish the EIP Advisory Committee to represent stakeholder values, concerns and priorities 
¢ confirm EIP goals and objectives 
Science 
e establish science advisory committees 
¢ identify science questions to be asked and prioritize 
* conduct studies to answer questions 
Information Management 


* maintain the database and acquire new data 


¢ develop applications to access and use data 
Modelling 


* answer questions through models and analyses that explain how values are impacted by 
development 


¢ test models/analyses and evaluate 


* develop ability to assist with determining cumulative effects of development in the Moose River Basin 
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COMMUNICATION INITIATIVES 


A communication strategy and plan were prepared for Phase One of EIP. In 
the strategy, the methods of communicating EIP were outlined and target 
audiences defined. The communication plan listed when specific 
communication products were to be produced and who the target audiences 


Inf 
ormation Partnership E 
for each product were. (EIP) 


During Phase One, a series of communication initiatives were carried out. 
The year got off to an aggressive start with displays at the Annual Mines 
and Minerals Symposium in Sudbury and the Annual Forestry 
Exposition in Timmins. A slide presentation on EIP was prepared and 
given to the Northeast Science and Technology workshop for First | c= 
Nations called, Working Together, Abitibi Price in Iroquois Falls, | 
Ontario Hydro in Toronto, and various MNR staff. 


In May of 1995, a news release was sent to media in the Moose River 
Basin announcing the Environmental Information Partnership. 


A logo was established for EIP and accompanies all EIP products. 
The logo, as seen on the cover, is in a circular design. It is trilingual 
with English and French acronyms for Environmental Information 
Partnership and Cree syllabics for Moose River. 


Direct communications are integral to the success of EIP and have 
been ongoing since its inception. Meeting face to face with various 
stakeholders of the Moose River Basin is crucial in building the trust 
and understanding required for partnerships. 


COMMUNICATION PRODUCTS 


EIP published the first issue of its newsletter in December, 1995. Etawin, 
as the newsletter is called, is a trilingual newsletter with text in English, 
French and Cree syllabics. EIP also produced it’s first Fact Sheet in 1995. 
The Fact Sheet, describing EIP and the Moose River Basin, is also trilingual. 


ontano 


Part of the success of EIP relies on understanding aboriginal peoples in the 
Moose River Basin. As part of doing this, EIP published a glossary 

entitled, An Introduction to the Terminology, Symbols and Practices of 
Aboriginal Peoples in the Moose River Basin. 


Other Communication products include: 
¢ pins of the EIP logo; 


* promotional packages consisting of a folder with the EIP 
logo, a newsletter, Fact Sheet, business cards and EIP 
pin; 


* a bilingual sign erected at the MNR district office in 
Cochrane identifying the EIP Study Office; and 


¢ a 30 minute slide presentation kit on EIP. 
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EIP Systems DEVELOPMENT UPDATE 


THE GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SysTEM (GIS) 


Eighty to ninety percent of information in the world can be linked to a 
geographic location. The ability to georeference information and then use 
the data in spatial analysis results in the Geographic Information System 
(GIS). 


EIP is integrating Oracle, Arc/Info, and ArcView software packages into a 
comprehensive information management system. This will provide a tool to 
help assess the cumulative effects of development within the Moose River 
Basin. 


Oracle is a powerful database management software package. The Oracle 
database contains the attribute data acquired by EIP. Examples of these data 
are the catalogues of existing 
information about the Moose River 
Basin. Oracle will be linked to Arc/ 
Info and ArcView. 


Arc/Info is a geographic 
information system which acts as 
the main spatial data management 
and modelling tool for EIP. The 
map layers, called coverages, are 
stored in the Arc/Info database. The 
analytical powers of Arc/Info will 
enable the system to be used for 
modelling cumulative effects of 
development by stakeholder groups 
and science advisors. 


ArcView is a query and map production tool. ArcView will allow users to 
access to the information management system. EIP has worked in 
cooperation with Sir Sandford Fleming College to start developing a user 
interface to access the catalogue database. 


These three software packages form the basic structure of the Information 
Management System. Together they will provide a useful tool for the 
management, access and modelling of data. 
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SPECIFIC SYSTEMS INFORMATION 
Hardware (the physical computer equipment): 


¢ an Alpha server, two pentium work stations, two PC notebooks, one 
MAC workstation and one MAC Powerbook; and 


¢ a full size plotter and CD writer for product output. 
Software (the computer programs): 

* Oracle 7 database management software; 

¢ Arc/Info 7 Geographic Information System software; 

¢ ArcView III mapping and query software; and 


¢ other software includes Microsoft Office, Pro-Cite, Pagemaker, and 
WordPerfect. 


THe FUTURE 


As we move into the second year of EIP, we will be bringing together the 
EIP Advisory Committee consisting of local Moose River Basin 
stakeholders, First Nations, municipal, provincial and federal governments. 
This advisory committee will provide EIP with program direction by setting 
priorities. The EIP Study Office will act on meeting these priorities by 
addressing specific gaps in information and contributing to an understanding 
of the cumulative effects of development within the Moose River Basin. 
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APPENDIX 


EIP Products during Phase One: 


Brant, Jameson. Traditional Ecological Knowledge Methodology 
Report. May, 1996. 19 pgs. 


Brant, Jameson. Traditional Ecological Knowledge Synthesis Report. 
April, 1996. 


EIP Study Office. Environmental Information Partnership (EIP) Fact 
Sheet. December, 1995. ISSN 1203-6358 


EIP Study Office. Etawin newsletter. December, 1995. Vol. 1, No. 1. 
ISSN 1203-6358. 


Essa Technologies. Catalogue of Development Activities in the Moose 
River Basin. February, 1996. 39 pgs. 


Essa Technologies, Planned and Potential Future Development Activi- 
ties in the Moose River Basin. May, 1996. 57 pgs. 


Geomatics International Inc. Report on the Preparation of a Biophysi- 
cal Catalogue of Information Pertaining to the Moose River Basin. 
February, 1996. 29 pgs. 


Geomatics International Inc. Report on the Preparation of a 
Geoscience Catalogue of Information Pertaining to the Moose River 
Basin. March, 1996. 29 pgs. 


Legasy, Karen. An Introduction to the Terminology, Symbols and 
Practices of Aboriginal Peoples in the Moose River Basin. April, 
1996. 26 pgs. ISBN 0-7770-5027-3 


Stringer, Jane and Legasy, Karen. Report on the Research and Cata- 
loguing of Documented Traditional Ecological Knowledge for the 
Moose River Basin. October, 1995. 6 pgs. 


Symbion Consultants. Socioeconomic Catalogue Concerning the 
Moose River Basin. January, 1996. 33 pgs. 


Todd, Andy. Metadata Standards for the Creation of Catalogues of 
Information. June, 1995. 57 pgs 
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